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Around the Creek
Message from the SCRS Board Chair
By Pam Garbin
Thank you to EVERYONE who supported our petition signing events. A BIG thank you to
Tanya Poulin, Mel Asher, Erin Fleming, Danielle Bursey and Jennifer Pike for going door to
door in an effort to collect as many signatures as we could. The petition has been sent to all
the right connections and it has made a number of important people aware of many issues
that were not brought to their attention before, I will try to give an update when I know more
but this project has NOT been approved.
So many events this upcoming month. First I look forward to the all day yoga workshop that
will take place May 3rd, you can never get enough relaxation in life. Spring Ladies Night and
Home Based Business Open House is on May 9th, I welcome ALL Ladies to attend, it is a
fantastic evening out with friends, food and drinks will be provided.
This is a cash and carry event and the cash machine at Vista does not
work this time of year so please be prepared for that. Family Movie
Night is on a Friday May 24th this month, please join us for The Nut
Job and pizza on us. EVERYONE is welcome.
There will be a scrapbook and cardmaking ALL DAY CROP May 24th ,
a great way to get some of those projects started or just some quiet
time to organize your photos and maybe start a online photobook.
Watch for registration for SPRING Soccer and T-ball, we will have our own teams out at the
Saprae Creek field so you might not want to sign them up in town.
Spring Community Cleanup and Big Bin Event & BBQ will be Saturday May 31st.
Community Garage Sale June 7th
There will again be a dance camp this summer at Vista, July 21-25th, it will be a Theatre
Dance Camp this summer watch for registration in June.
The Saprae Creek Residents Society would like to invite you to the Fort McMurray
International Airshow on June 1st, please save the date as we will be taking registration for
families who would like to attend. We will be paying for the tickets and Diversified
transportation to the Airport that day from Vista Ridge. Hope to see you there.
Happy Mother’s Day to all the moms out there this month!

Councillor’s Corner – May 2014

by Al Vinni

While I am not sure spring is quite here yet, I am certain the new airport terminal is going to be
opening in just over a month, June 9th to be exact. That countdown display they have in the old
terminal is very necessary for morale, because the new terminal is going to open just in time; it is just
crazy busy at the old terminal. You will be very impressed with everything about the new terminal I
think; it is state of the art. We will probably hit capacity for it next year, but they have designed it so it
can be easily expanded. Only in Fort McMurray could we be talking about expansion before a facility
is open. Now that we have customs and direct flights to Denver, with many other destinations to
follow, the world is right outside our front door.
As part of the new terminal opening, the Airport Authority is going to put on a once-in-a-lifetime air
show on May 30th through June 1st. Once the new terminal is open, it will not be possible to close
airport operations for anything like this in the future. Please make plans to attend. Also, please keep in touch with your
Saprae Creek Residents Society as they are making plans for bussing to the airport and also are checking on what they can
do to make tickets available for residents. If the weather is nice, there are as many as 25,000 people expected to take in the
show, so the planning being done by your recreation society so we can take in the show with minimal logistical and financial
strain will be much appreciated.
I would like to finish this month’s column by talking about plans for the development of our City Centre. I get as many
questions about the City Centre as I do about other things closer to home, so I would like you to know my thoughts about
City Centre development. What follows is just my opinion. Our urban service area (i.e. City of Fort McMurray) is at a point in
its development where we need it to switch from being a really big town into a real regional city. There are over 100,000
people who live in the urban area of Fort McMurray, but you really would not know that from looking at our downtown. It is
significantly smaller than the downtown of comparable and even smaller cities such as Red Deer, Lethbridge, Medicine Hat
and Grande Prairie. We will very soon be recognized as the third city of Alberta in terms of population, we are already the
first city in terms of economic importance.
The transition to an increasingly large and economically vital city means we need to see people build things such as office
buildings, condo towers and other urban amenities. Having this done is critical at this point for our region. The oil companies
are in a transition of their own, from being primarily in a build mode (capital spend) to being more than 50% in an
operational mode (long-term operations). Those of you who work in and follow the oil industry in this region know all about
this transition. The key element of being operational is that you need people to be locally based. You can build with fly-in, fly
-out, but you cannot be sustainable and profitable operationally over the long-term with fly-in, fly–out. Career people are
needed to work for a company that is operational. Companies need long-term committed employees to make operations
increasingly efficient so that ever increasing and necessary productivity levels are achieved.
To assist the oil companies in achieving what they need, we as a municipality need to set the table for development that will
provide the buildings and amenities that the oil company employees will occupy and utilize, respectively. If this does not
happen, the oil companies only other alternative is to base most of their people who work at a desk in Calgary, and fly-in all
the other employees necessary to run the operation on the ground. It will put the operations in a poorer competitive position
over time. More importantly it will retard or even reverse the growth of our urban centre, and ultimately our city.
The RMWB’s role in seeing that urban development does occur is to set the table for development. This has two main
facets; one, have a plan for development that has all the proper land use bylaws and other regulations in place, and two, a
municipality always needs to have ‘skin in the game’ to encourage the development community to come in and build those
buildings and towers. Part one has been done, that is what we were doing over the last three years, as for part two, that is
what we need to do now. Plans are in place for the building the RMWB needs to do as their commitment to this plan and I
will pick up this discussion there next month, talking about Jubilee Square, the Sports and Entertainment Centre and other
building and development projects that the RMWB is planning to do.
Enjoy the late arriving spring, get out to the airshow and support all the great plans that your recreation societies’ have
made for this spring and summer.
Thx Al Vinni

AROUND THE CREEK
THE HUB Parent/Child Program
WHEN : WEDNESDAYS
WHERE: Spruce Valley Room at Vista Ridge
TIME: 10-11:30 am
Geared towards ages 0-5, a great way for your child to socialize with
similar aged children in Saprae Creek by way of interactive stations,
craft time, circle time, followed by in a light snack.
For more information contact Pam Garbin
780-715-2787
Look forward to seeing you there!

SAPRAE CREEK SPRING
LADIES NIGHT
AND
HOME BASED BUSINESS OPEN HOUSE
WHEN: Friday May 9th in the Spruce Valley Room, Vista Ridge
TIME: 6-9pm
GET TO KNOW THE OTHER LADIES IN SAPRAE CREEK
BEVERAGES AND SNACKS PROVIED BY THE SCRS
If you have a home based business in Saprae Creek and would like to book a table please
text or call Erin Fleming at 780-215-1519
This is a cash and carry event so you must have product at your table to sell!
Epicure, Tupperware, Avon, Partylight, Jewelry , Book Signing, Sunset Gourmet, Sweet Tooth Bath and Body

Perfect chance to shop for Mothers Day!

WHEN: FRIDAY May 23rdth
WHERE: Spruce Valley Room at Vista Ridge
TIME: 6-7:30
COST: FREE
Join us for pizza and a Movie
This event is sponsored by the Saprae Creek Residents Society

This is NOT a drop off event Parental Supervision is required!
Please respond to the event invitiation on the Saprae Creek Residents Society Facebook Page
For more information Contact Pam 780-715-2787

PLEASE JOIN US AT VISTA RIDGE
SATURDAY May 24th for
ALL DAY SCRAPBOOK and CARD MAKING CROP

LUNCH AND DINNER ARE PROVIDED
12 hours of uninterrupted scrapbook time
COST $35
TIME: 10 am to 10 pm
SPRUCE VALLEY ROOM at VISTA RIDGE
CONTACT Pam Garbin at garbin@shaw.ca
Or call 780-881-4974 to register your spot
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE !

SAPRAE CREEK SPRING

WHEN: Saturday May 31st
TIME: 10-1pm
WHERE: Meet at Vista Ridge to get your picker sticks and road assignment
There will be a Community BBQ at 12pm, hope to see you there!

Saprae Creek Community Garage Sale

WHEN: Saturday June 7th (SAVE THE DATE)
TIME: 8-1pm
WHERE: At your individual homes
Advertising will be done by the Saprae Creek Residents Society watch for
the event posting on Facebook, please mark your garage sale along
Spruce Valley Drive so those from town who are looking for your garage
sale can find you easily!

VISTA RIDGE NEWS
As the parking lot at Vista Ridge continues to dry out, please,
if you plan to use the Skateboard Park, do not cross the
current barrier. If the front gates are closed, the skateboard
park will also be closed at that time. Thank you in advance.
Watch for the opening of the Adventure Park this summer!

FORT MCMURRAY INTERNATIONAL AIRSHOW

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE: SUNDAY JUNE 1st 10-4pm
The Saprae Creek Residents Society invites you and your family to
the Fort McMurray International Airshow. We will be offering to pay for
the tickets and transportation from Vista Ridge to the airshow. Watch
the FACEBOOK page on how to registration for this event. See the
Canadian Snowbirds and get a tour of the new terminal. Hope to see
you there!

MUNICIPALITY NEWS

MUNICIPALITY NEWS

MUNICIPALITY NEWS

MUNICIPALITY NEWS

CREEK CUTS
Specializing in men’s and kids haircuts
Located in Saprae Creek
68 Freestone Way
Call Robin Antle to book your appointment today!
780-838-3501

(780) 799 - 0655

Community Calendar May 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

HUB
4

5

6

7
HUB

11

12

13

14

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3
Yoga Retreat

Irish Dancing
8 Final Class

9

10

Irish Dancing

Ladies Night

15

16

17

22

23

24

HUB

18

19

20

21

HUB
25

26

27

28

Irish Dancing
29

Scrapbook Day
30

HUB

Schedule of Programs and Events


Saprae Creek Volunteer Fire Department Practice Nights: April 5, 12, 26th (Mondays)



HUB Playgroup: Wednesdays 10-11:30am



Irish Dancing: Thursdays 5-6 and 6-7pm Clases May 1st and May 8th ONLY



Yoga Retreat May 3, 10-4pm



Ladies Night May 9th 6-9pm



Family Movie Night: Join us for The Nut Job Friday May 23rd, 6-7:30pm



Scrapbook Day Saturday May 24th 10-10pm



Community Clean Up and BBQ Saturday May 31st, 10-1pm



Airshow June 1st 10-4pm



Community Garage Sale June 7th 8-1pm
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31
Clean Up

