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Around the Creek 

Message from the SCRS Board Chair  

 
                                                                   By Pam Garbin  

                                                                                                                              
   

Well another year has flown by before our eyes. Before you know it the countdown to 
the big day will be over and the time to relax with family and friends will be upon us. 

Thank you to the vendors and all those who attended the Saprae Creek Home Based 
Business Open House and Ladies Night. It was a great turn out and we look forward to 
putting one on in the Spring again.  There is NO Family Movie Night this month as we 
prepare for our Christmas Party.   

We look forward to Santas visit right here in Saprae Creek. I hope you can join us for 
our Annual Saprae Creek Family Christmas Party. Santa will be there to give out gifts 
to all the kids.  We will have a photographer taking photos and I will be printing off a 
copy for you to take home. Crafts, snacks and visiting with neighbors, cannot ask for 
better.  I hope to see you there.  The cost for this event is a monetary donation to the 
Food Bank, thank you in advance.  

The skating rink should be open in the next couple weeks, watch the 
Facebook Page for details. We will have blocks of time booked for 
Saprae Creek Family Skate times and lessons will begin the end of 
January. Watch next months edition of the newsletter and the      
Facebook Page for more details 

I hope you can include us in your New Years Eve Plans. Our Annual 
Family Skate and Fireworks display on New Years Eve will start with 
skating from 6-8. Then head over to the lodge to view the Fireworks 
display at 8pm.  For the adults, Vista Lounge will be open from       
9pm-close.  

 

 

 This month will be filled with  parties, Christmas concerts, last     
minute shopping, and Christmas cheer.  I love this time of year and I 

wish you and yours all the best this Holiday Season 

 



Councillorõs Corner  - December 2014   by Al Vinni 

This month I would like to focus my comments on compliance with what I refer to as our ólarge  
truck by-lawô. The operation of large trucks in Saprae Creek and Draper Road is not compatible 
with the Country Residential zoning of almost all land in these communities. Residents have 
worked hard to have this reality recognized by the RMWB through by-laws restricting  the         

operation of large trucks in our neighbourhoods. 

For those of you that quite rightly ask where the enforcement of these by-laws has been over the 
past few years, I offer the following information that is presented here exactly as it was presented 

to me via a Chief Administrative Officerôs recent report: 

 Commercial Vehicle Parking 

Over the past four years, the number of parking complaints for large commercial vehicles throughout the     
municipality has been consistent; however, enforcement has been virtually non-existent during this period due 

to concerns that there was not sufficient legal parking provided for commercial vehicles within the region. 

There is now sufficient parking availability for commercial vehicles. To gain compliance of commercial vehicle 
parking throughout the municipality, Bylaw Services will initiate a public education plan on Friday, October 24th. 

This education period will be followed by a request for compliance, and enforcement when necessary. 

Public education through Bylaw Services will last for approximately 30 days. There will be a further 15 days of 
Officers providing ñwarning ticketsò or notices to those found to be in non-compliance. Following the 45-day 
education and request for compliance process, enforcement will begin relying on complaints received from the 

public and pro-active enforcement of Bylaw Officers. 

What I can advise based on the above is the following: Those operating non-compliant vehicles in Saprae Creek and 
Draper Road should contact Bylaw Services so that they can be made aware of the parking availability for large trucks in 

our region. Additionally, one can confirm what in fact the compliance rules are, (they essentially refer to vehicle weight.) 

Citizens with a complaint about non-compliant vehicles can make this complaint directly to Bylaw Services or in the  
alternative can forward their complaint to me by email at allan.vinni@woodbuffalo.ab.ca and I will follow up with my own 
attendance at the address of non-compliance and then a report to Bylaw Services. We now have a solution to this issue 

of large non-complaint vehicles operating in our Country Residential neighbourhoods which should be acceptable to all. 

Our 2015 RMWB budget is on the December 9th council agenda. Once the budget is passed, plans will accelerate for 
integrating the completion of Saprae Creek road rehabilitation, sewer installation and replacement of the sections of our 
water lines that are now non-compliant with new legislation regarding pipe capacity. Disregard the reference to years 
2016 and 2017 in the literature that was prepared by administration and passed out at the recent Council Engagement 
at Vista Ridge; the RMWB will be proceeding this winter and coming spring with plans to integrate the three projects in 
Saprae Creek and we hope to be proceeding with the actual work in late spring/early  summer of 2015. More on those 
plans early in the New Year. Also in the budget I anticipate seeing an operational item directing a feasibility study     
proceed in 2015 with respect to building Community Halls in Draper Road and Saprae Creek. Feasibility will of course 
include extensive community engagement concerning what the Community Hall plans will be. Hopefully we will get them 

done by the end of 2017, if not earlier. 

Enjoy the busy holiday season that is upon us and Tammie and I are wishing everyone the best of health and happiness 

in the New Year. 

Thx, Al Vinni  

Councillor, Ward 3 
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IN THE CREEK 

  THE HUB Parent/Child Program   

WHEN: THURSDAYS 

TIME: 10-11:30 

WHERE: Vista Ridge Spruce Valley Room 

             Geared towards ages 0-5, a great way for your child to socialize with 

similar aged children in Saprae Creek by way of interactive stations, craft 

time, circle time, followed by a light snack. 

 



 AROUND THE CREEK 

SAPRAE CREEK FAMILY 

         

 

  WHEN: Saturday December 13th 

TIME: 6-8pm 

WHERE: Vista Ridge Lodge 

COST: Monetary donation to the FOOD BANK 

Please join us in celebrating the season right here in Saprae Creek 

Santa will be giving out gifts to the kids from 6-7pm 

Photos with Santa and a FREE copy to take home that night 

Crafts, food and great company! 

Hope to see you there 

 

Contact Pam if you have any questions 780-881-4974 



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is NO Family Movie Night this month. 

Hope to see you in January! 

SAPRAE CREEK RECREATION  

AND  

CULTURE GRANT  

RECIPIENTS 

 

The Saprae Creek Residents Society is pleased to announce this years recipients 

of the Recreation and Culture Grant(s)  

Congratulations and all the best to each of you!  

 

Graeme Killick - Senior National Canadian Cross Country Ski Team 

Brooke Voigt - Senior National Canadian Snowboard Team 

Faith Cuthbert - Street Grove Dance Convention  

Elaine Vancoughnett - New Orleans Music Tour with the Fort McMurray Jazz Band 

Hope Schell - Culinary Art Tour from Nice to Rome 
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