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Councillor’s Corner - SEPTEMBER 2017

by Al Vinni

It’s that exciting time of the year, back to school for the children, back
to work for those lucky enough to have some significant time off from
the day-to-day hustle and bustle. I got to drive down to Idaho Falls and
see the total eclipse of the sun as well as do some camping along the
Missouri River, that was the highlight of my summer.

Last Councillor’s Corner for me, and I want to focus on the Southern Communities sewer,
water and roads project. This is a project that Council agreed to do in July 2014, and
Council has not waivered from that commitment since, although along the way a lot of
questions have been asked, a lot of tweaking has been done; and that is good, a threehundred and fifty million dollar project should have eyes on it at all times. At this point the
project is about 1/3 done, with a significant chunk of work laying the main trunk sewer
pipe in Saprae Creek ready to proceed this fall. The target date for full completion of the
entire project is late 2019.
The project includes complete upgrades to all southern community roads. Many roads or
sections thereof have already been upgraded. A significant stretch of Draper Road, all of
Freestone Way and Saprae Crescent, main roads in Anzac for example. Ditching has
been proceeding on Draper Road this summer in preparation for the completion of
rebuilding and paving Draper Road right to its eastern end. Most of the roads will been
redone in concert with the installation of the sewer and water pipe installations.
The entire program has been designed to give home owners options to the extent that is
possible. In Saprae there is a lump sum charge to each property of $10,000, while in
Draper the one-time charge is $16,000. The difference is because Saprae Creek already
has water service and residents have been paying for that for quite a number of years
now. The payment can be made in a lump sum or spread over 25 years at 3% interest
(about $500 a year). Those choosing not to hook up right away with the new sewer or
water will be required to pay the lump sum amount plus interest when they hook up or at
the end of the 25-year period, regardless of whether they ever hook up.
The RMWB really wants everyone to agree to hook up initially, but that decision has been
left up to you. I personally think it is a good idea to hook up right away; I certainly will be,
even though our field is doing well. The reason is that I am going to enjoy the decreased
risk of having city style sewer and water, rather than worrying about pumps breaking
down or getting plugged up, or our field having a major failure.

Councillor’s Corner continued…..
Also, I appreciate that although the RMWB will continue to pump out my tank until the
new service is available for me to hook up to, the RMWB will not be doing any pump
outs or hauling once the new systems are in place. Residents who need pumps outs or
water delivery after the newly completed service is available to them will have to rely on
private pump out companies being formed. This is an additional risk. The RMWB has
pretty well put the private pump out companies out of business, and I am not sure how
excited pump out companies will be to get back into the much-reduced residential pump
out market. Fees for private dumping at the lagoons will also be higher to reflect the cost
of that service being provided.
Like I said, the RMWB would really like to have people chose to hook up to the new
system. Monthly cost will be 98% of water bill, just like in the city, very reasonable even
with increasing water and sewer rates across the municipality. Those new rates are
basedmuch more on usage than the existing rates, so homeowners will be in control of
reducing their water and sewer bill amount at the end of the month by practicing water
conservation. (Something us rural folk are better at doing than urban folk, that’s what
RMWB statistics show.)
There are open houses coming up, September 13th for Saprae Creek, 6:00 to 8:00 pm at
Vista Ridge and for Draper Road, September 20th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm at the Kinesiology
Room at the Syncrude Sport and Wellness Centre. Please attend if you have any
questions, comments or concerns about the sewer, water and roads project.We are
always looking for input on this project. Please give this issue some thought, hooking up
now has its advantages. For those rebuilding, a chance to install compatible tanks
regarding hooking up later, while RWMB continues to pump out tanks until new system
hook up is supplied. Please talk to our project people about doing this in a way that will
work for both you and the RMWB.
Thanks for your attention to this very important project and thanks for seven years of
being your Council representative. All the best to you and your family as we all continue
to move forward to make our home a better place to live, work and play.
Allan Vinni, Councillor Ward 3

IN THE CREEK
THE HUB Parent/Child Program
WHEN: Wednesdays
WHERE: Vista Ridge, Spruce Valley Room
TIME: 10-11:30
Geared towards ages 0-5, a great way for your child to socialize with
similar aged children in Saprae Creek by way of interactive stations
and craft time, followed by a light snack.

Tamara will be out starting September 6th
This is such a great program for families in Saprae when your oldest child(ren) is
in school and you want to get the chance to get out of the house once a week
and meet some fantastic people in our community.

RMWB PULSE Line: 780-743-7000
Animal Control: 780-788-4200
SPCA: 780-743-8997
Fish and Wildlife: 780-743-7200

RWSS open house
– Saprae Creek
We’re holding an open house about the rural water and sewer
servicing program (RWSS) in September.
Bring your neighbours and your questions about the project.
Where: Vista Ridge - Upstairs
When: September 13, 2017 from 6 to 8 p.m.

We’re continuously updating rmwb.ca/rwss with more
information throughout the duration of the project.
For questions about these open houses please call
780.588.3735 or email janine.kruse@rmwb.ca.

What an incredible summer for SUMMER PRIGRAMS in Saprae Creek.
First a thank you to Melanie Reddy who took on the task of planning our Wednesday and
Thursday Programs and to the RMWB for sponsoring the FREE Monday and Tuesday
Program. Of course there were lots of helping hands making for light work so here are a few
more much deserved
THANK YOUS
Kevin Grogan of Vista Ridge for unlimited use of the facilities and the fantastic staff:
Jess, Lucy, Chishea, Macaela, Brianna and Lauren
Local boys (counsellors)
Zac Harris, Lochlin King and Lucas Ryan
Bricks 4 Kidz David and Ann Seggie
Ruth Perry and Brad Fraser from the Art Foundry
RMWB WOOSH for providing transit to town on the town trips

RMWB Koralee Samaroden and her wonderful staff:
Katelyn Maher, Sianna White, Felix Xun and Ahmed Rana
Tammy Plowman and staff for the Heritage Village and Marine Park Tours
Miss Kelis Dance Crew for a fun 3 days
Miss Chantel for her Intro to Irish Dance Class
SCRS: Brittany Ianetti, AnnMarie Hintz, Tracy Unger and Marilyn Rustad
If anyone was missed, thank you, thank you, thank you!!!!!

SAFE COMMUNITY
WOOD
BUFFALO
SAFETY EVENT
With more than 20 kids in attendance on August 18ths
safety event we want to thank Safe Community Wood
Buffalo for coming out and teaching about:
Injury prevention, sun and hot weather safety, bike safety,
wheeled sport safety and pedestrian safety

SPOTLIGHT ON SAPRAE
I would like to use this page as a chance to support local business owners that live in Saprae Creek.

Our community has seen a lot of changes and there are quite a few new residents who might not
know what is offered right here in our own backyard.
If you have a business you would like me to spotlight, please email me your information at pamgarbin@shaw.ca

Fall will be here before we know it, which means LEAVES, lots and lots of leaves.
Have no fear, Aurora is here!
Every service, every season.
When you have had enough of raking those leaves, give us a call.
$100 per hour will get you




TWO labourers armed with back pack blowers

Our fancy lawnmower that will shred those leaves like butter

A dump trailer to load them all up and take them away at no extra charge
Give us a call today
587-645-0158

Aerial Adventure Park
AND
Mini Putt Golf
Operates Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays
Prebookings for the Aerial Park are recommended

10am-4pm
(Hours may vary, please check with the office 780-743-8651)

CLOSING for the season on OCTOBER 1st

Season passes for the
winter will be out around
the beginning of
September.
The "Recovery Rate" will be
available again this year as we are
recovering from yet a another terrible
winter.
Thank you to our season pass
holders, your loyalty over these tough
times is greatly appreciated.

The Saprae Creek Playscape at Vista
If you have not had a chance, take a trip over to Vista Ridge to check out the NEW
Playscape. A fantastic addition to Vista Rige and perfect for all ages.
Thanks to the staff at Planning and Development for allowing Vista Ridge to use the
PUL for this purpose. The park is intended to replace the park that was on the
municipal reserve (MR) at end of Freestone and is now incorporated into the future
golf course.
Landscaping in the area around the skateboard park and Playscape has happened
this summer, please ensure that these areas are respected. It is the long term
intention is to ask the RMWB to maintain this excellent quality of landscaping set out
by the Vista Ridge staff. This was a initiative started by the Residents Society over
five years ago and its great to see the final results!

FORT MCMURRAY INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

MUNICIPALITY NEWS
SEPTEMBER GARBAGE
AND
RECYCLE
SCHEDULE
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Schedule of Programs and Events


Saprae Creek Volunteer Fire Department Practice Nights: (Mondays)



HUB Programming: Wednesdays Vista Ridge 10-11:30



Rural Water Sewer System OPEN HOUSE: Wednesday Sept 13th VISTA RIDGE 6-8pm

