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Councillor’s Corner May, 2017
Spring is in the air, presumably without any more regression into winter. Activity in Saprae Creek and
on Draper Road is getting busier everyday. I trust that in your dealings with your insurance company,
your builder and with the RMWB, if dealing with that trio is a necessity for you, everything is going
suitably well. My role as Councillor includes trying to do quality control for all issues that you
encounter with the RMWB. Please contact me at allan.vinni@rmwb.ca or call or text 780-792-7616
with any concerns, new or old, and I will do my level best to get the proper person in our
administration in touch with you to try and help you resolve any issues you are having. Any topic,
whatever your concern is, let me know.
At the last Council meeting our Municipal Assessor, Phil Schofield, came to let us know that if you
have concerns about the assessed value of your property, you can call the municipal assessment
office and talk to him or one of his 11 inspectors. They will come out and take another look at your
property if it appears that the assessed value could be off. They will continue to do this throughout
the year, even though the official appeal period expires as of May 1st. If the inspectors believe that
an adjustment of your assessment is required, they will prepare a document called a ‘305’ and it
reports the new assessed value to you. This document restarts the 60 day appeal process. Of
course, for those of you with destroyed homes, there should not be a lot of concern with assessed
value for this year and last, as no municipal or education taxes will be levied on your property until
improvements as of December 31st of 2016 or 2017 have been done. The Provincial Minister of
Municipal Affairs will be in town on May 1st announcing that that they will again not levy the
education tax on destroyed properties this year. The RMWB has already past such legislation
concerning the municipal property taxes.
The Hear for You session scheduled for May 1st has been cancelled until a more suitable date can
be arranged for later in the month. The engagement team has heard from community members, and
is arranging to add topics to this session that will take place at Vista Ridge, like I said, someone time
later in May. Keep an eye on the Saprae Creek Residents Society website, and Facebook page for
that rebooking date. Topics will include a full update on hazardous tree removal and the plans of
Tree Canada, through their ‘Releaf’ program to begin planting small trees in Saprae Creek and
Draper Road areas affected by the fire. Also, there will be a full update on the sewer, water and road
project that will be proceeding this year. Other topics may be added as well, hopefully something on
the new community hall and maybe an update on the addition to the fire hall.
Thanks to all for respecting the cleared areas behind many of our homes, these are the areas that
will be replanted this spring, and we will see the beginning of the regeneration of our trees in the
very near future. Best wishes to everyone as we note the one year anniversary of the disaster that
befell us all. Strong, resilient and together we will rebuild our properties, grow trees and reach a
better place emotionally as we all move forward with our lives.
Thx, Al Vinni
Councillor, Ward 3.

IN THE CREEK
THE HUB Parent/Child Program
WHEN: Wednesdays
WHERE: Vista Ridge, Spruce Valley Room
TIME: 10-11:30
Geared towards ages 0-5, a great way for your child to socialize with
similar aged children in Saprae Creek by way of interactive stations
and craft time, followed by a light snack.

Watch the Saprae Creek Facebook Page in an event the program
is cancelled for the day.

This is such a great program
for families in Saprae when
your oldest child(ren) is in
school and you want to get
the chance to get out of the
house once a week and meet
some fantastic people in our
community.

AND
HOME BASED BUSINESS OPEN HOUSE
WHEN: Friday May 12th
WHERE: Vista Lounge, Vista Ridge
TIME: 6-9pm
GET TO KNOW THE OTHER LADIES IN SAPRAE CREEK
BEVERAGES AND SNACKS PROVIED BY THE SCRS
Perfect chance to buy yourself that perfect Mothers Day Gift!
Vendors include:
Tupperware, Stella and Dot, Scentsy, NuSkin, Jewlery, Dream Catchers, Pruvit,
Thirty One Totes, Vententus, Lipsense and Epicure

WHEN: Sunday May 28th
TIME: 10-1pm
WHERE: Meet at Vista Ridge to get your picker sticks and road
assignment
There will be a Community BBQ at 12pm
FREE White Spruce, Colorado Spruce, Poplars, Amur Shrubs and
Buffalo Berry Shrubs for you to take home and plant
(NOTE these are smaller seedlings but a great start to adding trees back into Saprae)

Hope to see you there!

SPOTLIGHT ON SAPRAE
I would like to use this page as a chance to support local business owners that live in
Saprae Creek.
Our community has seen a lot of change in the last 11 months and there are quite a few
new residents who might not know what is offered right here in our own backyard.
If you have a business you would like me to spotlight, please email me at pamgarbin@shaw.ca

This month it is my pleasure to Spotlight Lois Coull

Lois and her husband Mark have been in Fort McMurray since 2006 and moved to
Saprae Creek in Aug 2013.
Lois has two businesses to offer Saprae Creek residents help in their home renovation
needs including the newly acquired business called "The Blind Spot"
Offering custom blinds for your home including brands such as
Hunter Douglas, Shade-o-matic and Elite

Lois has also been doing interior painting for about 15 years. Lois has accumulated
a lot of experience including 10 clients already here in Saprae Creek.
Two fantastic business to aid in your rebuild or home renovation project
Contact Lois today!

Animal Control and Care in the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo

A litter of puppies enjoy their temporary home at the RMWB Animal Control Services facility in Fort McMurray.
It has been said, time and time again, that the residents of the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo (RMWB) are
its greatest strength, this proves no exception for our furry sidekicks.
An estimated 40,000 pets are believed to live and enjoy northern life in Wood Buffalo; with the beautiful Birchwood Trails, spacious off-leash parks, ample pet stores, animal support organizations, and wonderful veterinary
clinics – the amenities for our four-legged friends are abundant.
The RMWB also advocates for the safety and well-being of all animals, as it does its human residents. Bylaw Services plays an integral role in ensuring pet owners have emergency support service, dispute mediation, safe offleash parks and reuniting lost pets. Non-pet owners are provided with professional dispute resolution support to
promote community safety and responsible pet ownership.
Animal Control Services within Bylaw Services, has a skilled team of Animal Health Technologists who ensure the
safety of lost pets or strays while in their care. The RMWB Animal Control Services facility ensures the best possible love and care for any animals within the prevision of Bylaw Services.
As a region, it is no doubt we are doing our part in caring for pets, and as residents you have the purr-fect opportunity to do your part as well!
Within the RMWB it is a pet owner’s lawful duty to register pets within 14 days of becoming a pet owner or taking
up residency within the Municipality. With the estimated pet population versus the number of registered pets, we
know compliance to our region’s Animal Control Bylaw is not where it should be.
There are many great benefits to licensing your pets- should your pet ever get lost, or in the unlikely, yet possible,
event of an emergency or evacuation, a registered pet is easily identifiable and returned to its owners as quickly
as possible- at no cost to its owners. Through compliance, having the most accurate pet population documented
can identify the needs for our region in terms of recreational pet services, health services, as well as emergency
response services.
Another great benefit of licensing your pet is that it’s extremely affordable! For only $15.00 annually, all neutered
pets (cats and dogs) can be official RMWB residents, if your pet is still intact the fee is $50.00, and pet owners
over the age of 60 years can register their furry companions at no cost. Exotic pets such as reptiles, birds and
other pets are also registered at no cost.
April is pet registration month, so it’s the perfect time to do your residential due diligence and register your Sparky
and/ or Fluffy - to register your pet visit www.rmwb.ca/bylaw or call Pulse: Wood Buffalo Call line at
780.743.7000.

Effective May 1, 2017, the Back to Business Resource Centre will be transitioning
from its Hardin Street location to a new location on the second floor of Timberlea
Landing, located at 309 Powder Drive.
The transition also marks a significant milestone in the recovery of the business community as the Centre begins to transition away from offering recovery-related supports toward offering tools and resources geared toward those in the community who
are starting and growing businesses.
In its new location, the Centre will also change names, transitioning to the Business
Resource Centre, to reflect the shift in focus.
“It’s important to recognize that this transition is happening because the businesses in
our community have shown incredible resilience and determination and the majority
of them are now back to business at some level,” said Amanda Haitas, Manager,
Economic Development. “Our business community has shown us that what they need
is access to resources to both grow and maintain the businesses they’ve worked so
hard to reopen and to start new businesses to meet the changing economic needs of
this region.”
The Business Resource Centre will continue to offer programming and learning
events including one-on-one Ask an Expert meetings, Business Support Network
events, and learning workshops.
Anyone growing or starting a business will also be able to connect with other local
business support organizations through the Business Resource Centre.
Questions about this transition and about the services offered at the Business Resource Centre should be directed to economic.development@rmwb.ca or to 1-855WBEcDev (923-2338). Get more information at choosewoodbuffalo.ca.
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Schedule of Programs and Events


Saprae Creek Volunteer Fire Department Practice Nights: (Mondays)



HUB: Wednesdays 10-11:30am



Community Gatherings at the Snye: 5am-9pm May 3rd



Ladies Night and Home Based Business Open House: May 12th 6-9pm



Into the Inferno Book Signing with Damian Asher: 7:30-9:30 Vista Ridge



Community Clean up Sunday May 28th 10-1pm

