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Councillor’s Corner  - APRIL 2017  by Al Vinni 

   A beautiful spring day as I try to complete this column and get it to Pam Garbin a day  

   late. Feels good to see the nice weather; winter was fine, but spring is always a welcome 

   event. 

   Had a couple of messages about building suites onto houses in our Ward, thought I  

   would answer them here in this column so everyone could see my response. So, the  

   basic question is, can we add on a mother-in-law suite as we rebuild our homes? and if 

not, why not? The answer is that suites are generally illegal in Fort McMurray. Special permission has been given 

in some cases to some subdivisions in Fort McMurray allowing suites to be legal, these exceptions are all in     

Timberlea, as far as I know, and form a very small percentage of each subdivision where that have been allowed. 

The reluctance of the RMWB over the years to allow suites is that they lead to higher densities, and higher       

densities lead to more vehicles being parked on streets and things get really crowded. We’re all aware of that  

reality. So where it has been allowed, provision for parking has had to be addressed. So, the response from 

Saprae Creek and Draper Road citizens is then, well, we have lots of parking, so what’s the issue? The second 

reason that the RMWB has been reluctant to allow suites is that suites devalue the property and character of a 

neighbourhood. This happens in a neighbourhood because the tenants of the suites are not always your very nice 

and quiet mother-in-law; there can be less desirable tenants, who, lacking the ownership of the property, may not 

pay it or the neighbourhood the respect that owners do. 

Further, once Pandora’s Box has been opened up, it is hard to control whether all those additional residents are 

even living in proper suites. Some house become like bunkhouses (like that house on Freestone where the      

restoration company stayed last summer; I counted 15 trucks on that property one day on a property that used to 

be a very nice single family home). So for some, you give an inch, they take a mile. Abuse of specified zoning 

leads eventually to the reduction, not only of property values, but to the lessening of the character and lifestyle of 

a neighbourhood. 

That is why the RMWB has been reluctant to allow any temporary accommodation to be constructed for a possible 

army of contractors who will be in our region for the next two years or more. Temporary work accommodation 

takes on a seedy look, and leads to undesirable outcomes in nearby neighbourhoods. The Council of the day is 

charged with making decisions about what sort of zoning they will support to see the type of community they think 

is most desirable thrive. At this point in time, the direction of Council has been not to support suites, temporary 

accommodation or other types of housing that might diminish from the character and life-style of residential    

residents and that could drive down residential property values. 

There has been no interest at Council over the last year to deviate from the philosophy that I have attempted to 

describe above. That is not to say that others may disagree. Their option is to run for Council (next election is this 

October) or support Council candidates that would favour suites being allowed. However, like I said, your         

wonderful mother-in-law is not the problem, but filling up all of our residential neighbourhoods with short-term 

tenants could be a problem. Sometimes you have to watch what you ask for, because you might get it. 

Allan Vinni 

Councillor, Ward 3 



IN THE CREEK 

It is that time of year where we say goodbye to board members who are 

moving on and welcome new board members. 

First I would like to thank Michael Morin for his time on the board as our 

Industry Contact.  There were a few years that this could have been a full 

time job on its own. We cannot thank you enough for the number of        

volunteer hours you put into making sure that industry would not impact 

Saprae Creek. I also want to take a chance to thank you for your knowledge and insight during 

the 2016 wildfire and the photos you provided which offered the start of closure and peace of 

mind to many residents. All the best to you Mike. 

Second, I would like to thank Melanie Asher. Melanie brought health and fitness to the youth 

and adults of Saprae Creek in so many ways.  Thank you for overseeing so many programs 

over the last 4 years that got us moving and more health conscience. Thanks Mel. 

Last,  it is time for me to move on.  Its been a pleasure getting to know you and your children 

over the last 7 years on the board but now it is time for me to focus on my own rebuild, health 

and my family. Thank you and I am sure I will see you around the Creek soon.   

I would like to welcome Jennifer McQueen to the board as municipal contact, wishing everyone 

a great year ahead. 

                                                                                                                                                              

          Pam Garbin 



IN THE CREEK 

   

  THE HUB Parent/Child Program   

                      

 

 

 

 

WHEN: Wednesdays 

WHERE: Vista Ridge, Spruce Valley Room 

TIME: 10-11:30 

NO PROGRAM APRIL 5th  

           Geared towards ages 0-5, a great way for your child to socialize with     

 similar aged children in Saprae Creek by way of interactive stations 

and craft time, followed by a light snack. 

Watch the Saprae Creek Facebook Page in an event the program 

is cancelled for the day. 

 

  

This is such a great program 

for families in Saprae when 

your oldest child(ren) is in 

school and you want to get 

the chance to get out of the 

house once a week and meet 

some fantastic people in our 

community.  



TUBING EVENT 
Thank you for all the volunteers that made this a successful event 

Photo Credit: Melanie Asher 



WHEN: Friday April 28th 

WHERE: Spruce Valley Room at Vista Ridge 

TIME: 6-7:30 

COST: FREE  

Join us for pizza and a movie 

This event is sponsored by the Saprae Creek Residents Society and grant   

money provided by the RMWB. 

 

This is NOT a drop off event parental supervision is required! 

Please respond to the event invitiation on the Saprae Creek Residents Society Facebook Page 



SAPRAE CREEK SPRING 2017 

RECREATION AND CULTURE GRANT 

Overview 

This fund is designed to encourage the development and growth of amateur cul-

tural and sport activities for youth and adults who reside in Saprae Creek within a       

priority framework. To promote and encourage development and growth in           

activities related to amateur sport and cultural activities. 

Organizations and Individuals Eligible for Funding 

Within a priority framework, the following are eligible for funding and applicants 

must be: 

 A resident of Saprae Creek for a minimum of one year. 

 A student living outside the area with parents residing in the area for a 

minimum of one year. The student must consider the area their      

principal residence. 

 A recognized sport or cultural organization, which is based in Fort 

McMurray 

The Deadline for application is April 30, 2017 

You can download the application from the www.sapraecreek.com website 

Mail completed application to: 

Saprae Creek Residents Society  

215 Freestone Way Fort McMurray, AB  

T9H 5B4  

OR Contact Marilyn Rustad   780-715-4960 



I would like to use this page as a chance to support local business owners that live in Saprae Creek.  

Our community has seen a lot of change in the last 11 months and there are quite a few new 

residents who might not know what is offered right here in our own backyard.  

If you have a business you would like me to spotlight, please email me at pamgarbin@shaw.ca 

 

I would like to welcome Beauty By Brenda to Saprae Creek.  

She has opened up her own beauty salon offering a wide range of services 

Brenda is located at 187 Weiss Drive 

New clients welcome 

Services offered include:  

Color, foils, extensions, waxing, cuts, pedicures, manicures and gel nails. 

Please support local and contact Brenda today for a little pampering. 

SPOTLIGHT ON SAPRAE 



 

 

 

 

Thanks for another great ski and snowboard season. 

VISTA RIDGE WILL BE CLOSED APRIL 3-9th 

GATES WILL BE LOCKED 

Watch for some exciting new additions to our  

Late Spring & Summer offerings!!!! 

 

 

SAPRAE CREEK COMMUNITY 

SKATING RINK 

 

Thanks for a GREAT season 

The ice rink is now closed for the  

winter season. 

Stay tuned to some exciting uses of the 

covered rink this summer!!!! 













FORT MCMURRAY INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 



MUNICIPALITY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

April 7th  (Light Blue) 

 

 

 

April 14th (Dark Blue) 

 

 

 

 

April 21st (Light Blue) 

 

 

 

 

 

April 28th (Dark Blue) 

 

 

APRIL GARBAGE  

AND  

RECYCLE  

SCHEDULE 
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MUNICIPALITY NEWS 



 

Schedule of Programs and Events 

Community Calendar APRIL 2017 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

       

   

         

 

   

1 

 

2 

    

3 

    

4 

      

 

5       

        

6 

      

  

7 

 

8 

  

9 

 

10 11 

 

 

12 

        HUB 

13 

         

 

14 

  GOOD FRIDAY 

15 

 

16 

    

 

17 

EASTER MONDAY 

18 

       

19  

        HUB 

20 

            

21        22 

 

23 

                 30   

24 

                     

25 

          

26 

        HUB 

27 

        

28 

MOVIE NIGHT 

29 

 Saprae Creek Volunteer Fire Department Practice Nights: (Mondays) 

 HUB: Wednesdays 10-11:30am (NO PROGRAM April 5) 

 Family Movie Night: April 28th 6-730 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

                                                         

      

         May 12th: Ladies Night 

         May 28th: Community Clean up 


