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Around the Creek 

Message from the SCRS Board Chair 
                                                               By Pam Garbin 

 

Thank you to the residents who attended our AGM last month. It was a great opportunity to 
get an update about what has and will be happening in the Creek. Two representatives from 
Stantec attended with an update and tentative timeline for the water and sewer upgrades. 
Watch for construction of the lines along the road to take place over the next two years with a 
final lift of ashphalt to happen end of 2017. Hook ups to individual properties will begin in 2018 
with no committment or penalty for delayed hookup for a 25 years period. There will be       
another Open House this Spring where they will have taken the information that you sent to 
them and will present the route that they propose into your properties. Stay tuned for more  
information on that.  Thank you to Lloyd Lawley for his time as Infrastructure Director on our 
board and we welcome new board members Brittany Iannetti and Keith Finnson. We look    
forward to having a hand in the design process for our future Community Hall this year, there 
will be an Open House in regards to that as well. All input is appreciated. 

Kevin at Vista presented his plans for the proposed Golf course at Vista as well as the new 
addition of the Mini-Putt course opening this summer. With Frisbee Golf, WildPlay, the          
additions on the skateboard park, as well as a new Fort McMurray themed Mini Putt course, 
Vista Ridge is well on its way to becoming an All Seasons Park. 

Please see our Facebook Page for our Family Tubing Event and dinner. The  
signup genuis for both dates have been posted and there is still time to     
attend one of these events. Hopefully everyone has the opportunity to attend. 
Dates are Saturday March 12 and Friday March 18th. See specific times on 
the sign-up genuis. 

                   

Thank you to everyone who attended the Love Bug Ball. A huge round of applause to Melanie 
Reddy and her crew for putting on a great family event. I would like to also thank Sarah      
Hollands with Up in the Air Balloons, Dawn Chartrand with Northern Light Lunches and 
Melanie Ference from Chocolates and Candlelight. The balloons, food and door prize were 
amazing.  

The Residents Society would like to offer the residents (youth and adults) the opportunity to 
take Standard First Aid with CPR C and AED training. We would have a representative come 
to Saprae Creek to teach this two day course free of charge with lunch provided. This would 
also be offered to teens in the community ages 16-20 in a separate course. Please contact 
me for more information or if you would be interested in attending.  

Have a great month! Spring is almost here! 



Councillor’s Corner  - March 2016 by Al Vinni 
     

    Given the weather of the last few weeks I have no idea what March is going 

    to be like. It appears it’s going to come in like a Lion if you can believe the 

    short term weather forecast. We’ve certainly enjoyed a very mild winter and 

    by the end of this month spring really will be in the air. 

    I would like to use this month’s column to talk about a Notice of Motion that 

    we are going to debate at our March 8 weekly Council meeting. The Notice of 

    Motion concerns proposals to change the ward boundaries, the ward          

    representation and the status of the elected Councillors.  

As a Councillor’s Notice of Motion, namely that of Councillor McGrath, there is no public engagement that 

occurs, nor is there any background information supplied by municipal administration. Councillors simply 

have the right to bring our own Notices of Motion as we see fit. 

In this case, I disagree very strongly with Councillor McGrath bringing a motion on the topic of ward and 

Councillor changes in this manner. The subject matter should be, and I am sure it is, of concern to all      

citizens of the municipality and for it to be put on a Council agenda with only two-week’s notice to everyone 

seems very disrespectful. To summarize the motion which can be read in its entirety on the municipal     

website, it proposes shifting the northern boundary of Ward 3,(which is the Saprae Creek and Draper Road 

ward), up north of Fort McKay. It then proposes to have the communities of Saprae Creek and Draper road 

moved into the urban Ward 1. This would leave Ward 3 essentially with only the population of Fort McKay, 

any eligible voters in the Tower Road campsite and the few people that live at the corner of Highway 63 and 

881. Essentially Ward 3 would become a ward with approximately 100 people in it. 

Further, Ward 4 would then encompass only Fort Chipewyan and would have only one representative, not 

the current two. Saprae Creek and Draper Road residents would be in the urban Ward 1 and vote for the six 

at-large urban Councillors. It is important to remember that these ideas are simply something that has 

come from the fertile imagination of Councillor McGrath and not from anywhere else. I think Councillor 

McGrath’s proposal for the new geographic boundaries of the wards illustrates his ignorance of the rural 

communities, but I do appreciate that a few residents of Saprae Creek and Draper Road have expressed to 

me over the years they might prefer to vote in the urban ward. 

The reason I do not think that that would be helpful is that the urban Councillors are almost always primarily 

from Thickwood and Timberlea, we have one Councillor this term who lives in the Lower Townsite. As such 

the urban Councillors are often unaware of rural issues and quite unengaged with rural residents. Every 

Councillor takes an oath to represent the entire region, and you are free to contact any of them if you’re 

seeking assistance that you feel could be provided, but by and large the urban Councillors do not take an 

active role in rural issues or in assisting rural residents. They defer rural matters to the rural Councillors and 

to the credit of the urban Councillors; they often support the arguments and information put forward by    

rural Councillors regarding strictly rural issues.  This region was not established based on the principle of 

representation by population, the governing structure was determined based on giving a significant voice to 

rural even though they represent a relatively small percentage of the population. You have to remember it’s 

the rural that has the tax base; it’s the rural where 90% of the municipality’s taxes come from.  



With only 4 of 11 Council members representing the rural areas it is perhaps not surprising that 20 years 

after amalgamation, after a written promise was made for the municipality to provide equal services to 

the rural and urban citizens, it is only now that Council is moving to provide sewer and water services to 

the rural communities comparable with those services provided to the urban residents. It has taken 20 

years for that promise to be backed up by action; with even less rural representation it is likely to become 

even more difficult for the legitimate and important rural issues to get a fair hearing and a proper disposi-

tion from a Council moving towards being a Council only for Fort McMurray. 

It strikes me as odd that Draper Road and Saprae Creek would be moved into the urban ward because 

there’s maybe only one thing that everybody in Saprae and Draper can agree on and that is that we are 

living a rural lifestyle. When measured in distance, we are not a long way from the urban service area of 

Fort McMurray, but we are significantly different in our lifestyle in that we truly embrace the benefits and 

pleasures of living in a rural area. I will never support anything that will diminish in any way our rural 

status. I note that Draper Road and Saprae Creek are not in the Urban Service Area, and further, that 

Saprae Creek is not even in the Urban Development Sub-Region, and as such will likely never be formally 

in the Urban Service Area of this municipality. 

I believe the governing structure of this region, now 20 years old, has served us very well and really does 

not need any significant changes to it. If I were to be asked what changes might be helpful I would say 

perhaps the urban area of Fort McMurray should be divided into six separate wards given that most    

urban Councillors historically reside in the Thickwood and Timberlea areas. Who represents Gregoire?    

Waterways? Abasand? Beaconhill? When no one from those areas is elected to Council.  I will leave that 

issue to the urban Councillors to consider. 

Concerning unequal pay for Councillors is a constitutional non-starter. That is a proposal that would be 

unprecedented in modern Western democracy. There are no definitions of politicians in this country     

concerning them being full-time versus part-time; that is a determination made by each elected person as 

to the time they want to devote to their position. It is legal for any elected politician in Canada to work at 

another job while they hold elected office, with the only exception being those elected representatives 

who are appointed to a provincial or federal cabinet post. A Cabinet Minister, as a member of the         

executive branch of government, cannot engage in other work due to conflict of interest concerns.    

Therefore, to those who feel they would like to see Councillors working 40 or 50 hours a week other than 

the 20 to 30 hours a week we work now, that can only be encouraged by a higher rate of pay for the    

position. However, regardless of the pay, it would still be the elected representative’s prerogative to work 

as much as they saw fit. The people would decide to elect or not elect them in the next election, taking 

into account their perception of how hard the person worked for their money. 

For any of what Councillor McGrath is proposing to actually happen requires support from at least half the 

rural Councillors and agreement from the Provincial Cabinet, with the Premier ultimately signing off on 

these two things. The chances of that happening are extremely unlikely to occur. However, it will be     

Interesting to have the debate on March 8 to understand everybody’s thoughts on the aspects of the    

municipality’s governing structure that Councillor McGrath’s motion has raised. You are welcome to join 

us in that debate.  Thank you, 

Allan Vinni, Councillor Ward 3 



IN THE CREEK 

   

  THE HUB Parent/Child Program   

WHEN: Wednesdays 

TIME: 10-11:30 

WHERE: Spruce Valley Room at Vista Ridge 

             Geared towards ages 0-5, a great way for your child to socialize with     

 similar aged children in Saprae Creek by way of interactive stations and 

craft time, followed by a light snack. 

                      

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE PROGRAM  IS ON WEDNESDAYS 



In the Creek—Love Bug Ball 



In The Creek 

WHEN: Saturday March 19th 

WHERE: Spruce Valley Room at Vista Ridge 

TIME: 6-7:30 

COST: FREE  

Join us for pizza and a movie 

This event is sponsored by the Saprae Creek Residents Society 

This is NOT a drop off event parental supervision is required! 

Please respond to the event invitiation on the Saprae Creek Residents Society Facebook Page 

For more information Contact Pam 780-881-4974 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH SCHEDULE 

 

On account of Vista Ridge being open Friday nights, we will be meeting from 6-
8:30pm to ski and snowboard. If temperatures of -20C and below prohibit that, or if 
the general consensus of the youth is to do something else, we will rely on our fall-
back plan: 

 

Stay up to date by 'Like'ing our Facebook page at www.Facebook.com/
SapraeYouthGroup and joining our 'Closed' Facebook Group at www.Facebook.com/
groups/SapraeYouthGroup 

Unwind Massage Therapy is now open at The Casman Centre & in Saprae Creek. Jessica 

Chartrand, a second year student has recently opened up her own massage clinic.  Speciali-

zing in Swedish Relaxation massage while currently learning deep tissue. Jessica is in good 

standing with the Remedial Massage Therapist Association.  Jessica is working on her hours 

to become a Registered Massage Therapist (RMT). Call, text her at 780 792 9740 or find 

Unwind Massage Therapy on Facebook to book your appointment.  Accepts all major credit 

cards, debit, cheques or cash.  

Call Jessica today to “Unwind.” 

http://www.facebook.com/SapraeYouthGroup
http://www.facebook.com/SapraeYouthGroup
http://www.facebook.com/groups/SapraeYouthGroup
http://www.facebook.com/groups/SapraeYouthGroup


Bowman’s Taekwondo in Saprae Creek! 

 The Saprae Creek Residents Society is pleased to have Bowman’s Taekwondo in 

Saprae Creek!               

Your SCRS is subsidizing this program, to provide Saprae Creek Residents with this 

opportunity, which is great FOR ALL AGES!  Vista Ridge has graciously allowed us 

to use their ski lodge for these classes! 

Location:  Vista Ridge                            SUNDAYS 

·        6:00pm – 7:00pm         4 to 7 year olds 

·        7:00pm – 8:00pm         8 year olds and up (YES TEENS & ADULTS WELCOME! 

  

Membership fees:            Students aged  4 to 8  class is  $50 / month  all other 

classes $75 / month   

                        (direct withdrawals from your account) – this covers the weekly eve-

ning sessions) 

                                             $115.95 / month - Children, if you also want to attend 

sessions at Bowman’s downtown Dojang 

                                             $125.95 / month – Adults, if you also want to attend ses-

sions at Bowman’s downtown Dojang 

  

Uniforms:               Bowman’s will take uniform orders on an ongoing basis.  Try a 

class to make sure you like it, and then order your uniform. 

  

                                             

 



Check the snow line at www.vistaridge.ca to check hours of operation for 

the skihill and tube park. 

Closed Tuesdays 

Cross Country Ski News 

 

The trails are groomed and track-set by Scott and David, ready for you to 
come out with your skis. The field is a nice flat area for beginners to try. 
Then you can stroll through the woods on set tracks. If you like a challenge, 
try the hills. It is a beautiful ski and will do your soul good. 

 

Caution: Partway down the hill a spring is causing an ice bridge to form. Be 
very careful as you cross that part.  

 

Have fun and get fit! 

Catherine 

 

            Saprae Creek Community Ice Rink 

                             

                              FAMILY SKATE TIMES (weather dependent) 

Mondays Youth Shinny 6-7pm 

 

                       Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

                                    10-1pm 



In the Creek 

YOUTH Skating  in the Creek 

 

Thank you to Cam, Corey, 

Dustin, Dan, Tom and Jeff  

for coaching our Youth and 

Kids skating lessons this 

year. 



Municipal News 



MUNICIPALITY NEWS 



Municipal News 



Municipal News 

 

As per Ministerial Order signed February 4, Alberta's wildfire season will start early again this year. 

It officially begins March 1 and fire permits are required for any burning. 

 You can get a free permit by contacting your local Agriculture and Forestry office. Fire permits are required for all 

burning except campfires outside the Urban Service Area of Fort McMurray from March 1 to October 31. 

This includes: 

  

   Allison Bay IR#219 

   Anzac 

   Dog Head IR#218 

   East Draper Road 

   Fort Chipewyan 

    Fort Fitzgerald 

    Fort McMurray 

   Gregoire Lake Estates 

     Gregoire Lake IR#17 

    Saprae Creek 

      Smith Landing IR#196 

Inside the Urban Service area contact: Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo - 780-792-5519 

Outside the Urban Service Area contact: Agriculture and Forestry office - 780-743-7125 

Make Sure it's Out 

Now is also the time to check your fall and winter burn sites.  Prod with a metal pole and feel for heat to help determine if your fire is extinguished or if it's still 

burning underground. If you're out snowmobiling or ice fishing or winter camping, please remember to put your campfires out. Don't assume they will go out 

on their own because it's winter!  That's not true - Mother Nature won't put your fire out - that's your job!  Soak it, stir the ashes, and soak it again.  Fires that 

dig into the ground now will be very hard to extinguish later in the spring. 

We are looking forward to a safe wildfire season this year. 

Lynn Daina 

Area Information Coordinator 

Fort McMurray Forest Area 

Tel:  (780) 743-7265 

Cell: (780) 799-9253 





MUNICIPALITY NEWS 



MUNICIPALITY NEWS 

Mar. 4th, 2016 

(Dark blue) 

 

 

 

Mar. 11th, 2016 

(Light blue) 

 

 

 

Mar. 18th, 2016 

(Dark Blue) 

 

 

 

 

Mar. 25th, 2016 

(Light Blue) 

 FEBRUARY GARBAGE 

AND  

RECYCLE  

SCHEDULE 

http://ca.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0S0uD54991QzlMAzZftFAx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fca.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Drecycle%26n%3D30%26ei%3Dutf-8%26fr%3Dfptb-hpd10-s%26tab%3Dorganic%2
http://ca.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0S0uD54991QzlMAzZftFAx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fca.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Drecycle%26n%3D30%26ei%3Dutf-8%26fr%3Dfptb-hpd10-s%26tab%3Dorganic%2




(780) 799 - 0655 

  

      CREEK CUTS 

                   Specializing in men’s and kids haircuts 

                     Located in Saprae Creek 

                           68 Freestone Way 

Call Robin Antle to book your appointment today! 

                                                               780-838-3501 

  



Schedule of Programs and Events 

Community Calendar MARCH 2016 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

  

  

1 2 

       HUB 

3       

       YOGA 

4 

   

5 

 

6 

   Taekwondo 

7 

Youth Shinny 

8 

       

9    

       HUB 

10  

        YOGA 

11 12 

  

13 

   Taekwondo 

 

14 

  Youth Shinny      

15 

       

16 

      HUB 

17 

        YOGA 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

   Taekwondo 

 

21 

 Youth Shinny  

22 

       

23 

       HUB 

24 

       YOGA     

25 

  

26 

27 

    Taekwondo                   

28 

    Youth Shinny        

29 

 

30 

        

 31 

          

  

      

 Saprae Creek Volunteer Fire Department Practice Nights: (Mondays) 

 Taekwondo: Sundays 6:00-7:00 and 7:00-8:00 

 Youth Shinny Mondays 6-7 and Family Skating Fri-Sun 10-1pm 

 HUB Playgroup: Wednesdays 10-11:30am 

 Saprae Creek Youth Group:  Fridays see newsletter for scheduled events 

 Family Movie NIght 

 YOGA: Thursdays 

    

 

 

 

                                                            FAMILY TUBING EVENT 

                                                               March 12    3:30-5:30     (Dinner at 6pm) 

                                                               March 18    5:30-7:30     (Dinner at 4pm) 

                                                          SEE SIGNUP GENIUS  to register                                                                 


